7 


“all season:. 


“ President of the National Farm La- 
of 


headquarters at the CLU Hall, 103% 
Florida Ave. Presidetit' Mitchell 


have’ proven their true un spirit 
in leading the fight against y cuts 
in the entire citrus area, } 
bers bave more than once enforced 

sof the ‘fastest sowing 
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is still engaged in a fight against has active 


meets every 
00 o'clock in the Mt, € 


"April 20th 
‘branch president, | 
‘a lot of ‘union activity 
the boys are jroud to have Flor~. 
ida i their town. Joe! 


efry Ic th 


‘worked out a big plan for. summer.ac-. 
tivi Vities. If this branch continues to 
yw there will, be no, wage cuts in 
| | City next séason. Due to lack 


different: story.We are. 

the NFLU and get a wage increase| 
for all the pickers, loaders. and grove 
_ workers, The A. F, of 1. Ras shown 
all of the citrus workers, both in the 
and inthe What « real 
_ American organization can. do. 


| the State Council 
in nber to, 


a 


House Workers ‘have more more 


PLANT 
Jim ‘répresented.¢ 


at 8 p.m. The Florence Villa branch at the NFLU state council 


The Wacchite citrus workers Bo cas at Frost Proof are the least 

branch is still the} bit. cool. towar 
picking season aming slack. | (Roe) B 
Union, is ‘a candidate for con-] 

Citrus workers. fighting | stable, District 2: He has A. of Lj Union ‘Local: 219, are “be-lhe 

-@gainst the Holly Hill Co. Reports ing held in Rxeter the lest of Apeil| 
i are that the A. F. 'L. has been in- 
ing several large 

orders to that company. Karl Kimbal, 
secretary of the ‘was present at 


+ 


> 


recently, than 100 citr citrus 
ers: have been: Local's 


: 
| Lee Patker advised the Union Tepresenta~ about July lat: There wil 
son, sev ‘bir the summer are ie little do in the be a two: 
the lowest in Polk County. By the Reports were made at the m were 
ct Season iw ea | an y 2500 | 
FL uca or, shot -organizing drive, prevemed trom going to and 


of food and clothing and nearly $13,- 


* Jahoma, Texas and old.Mexico keep 


The strikers meet every 
night-in the Arvin community hall. 


Boys and girls in their early teens 
follow the grass roots discussions at- 


_tentively, alerted by their knowledge 
that their future deperids on the out- 


of the meeting and the babies that 


- a crowd like this that Jack Shelley, 
president of the California State Fed- 
eration of Labor recently said: 
“There is no difference between in- 
‘dustrial and agricultural labor. We 
are one people in one movement, 


The Kern County Teamsters have 


ficials in Bakersfield. The Hollywood 


-- eludes the men and women who 


- things over with the Union. 


- peep the Associated Farmers of Cali- 


a bale of cotton. They 'have been 


loud talk, no hysterical boasting. 
strike,’ says Leo Goodwin, old time 
ther,” he adds quietly. 


. ‘FARM LABOR NEWS 


The Di Giorgio 
Strike 


ERNEST GALARZA 

six months on a twenty mile 
picket line, the. 1,100 Di Giorgio 
strikers “have just ‘begun to fight.” 
This was the slogan with which the 
militant members of Local 218, Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union, greeted 
_the second relief caravan sent to Ar- 
vin, California by other California 
AFL unions on March 20. The cara- 
van brought over one hundred tons 


000 in cash to the men and women 
who are defying Joseph Di Giorgio, 
absentee landlord and cap 
farmer de luxe. 


Strike headquarters are in an old 
but tidy trailer parked in the back 
yard of the home of one of the strik- 
ers in Arvin. The main show is the 
picket line where little groups of 
men and women from Arkansas, Ok- 


“watch. Some make constant rounds 
‘of the retail stores and markets of 
near-by Bakersfield to make sure 
that Di Giorgio products stay out of 
circulation. 


Union meetings are a family affair. 


come of the strike. Mothers divide 
their attention between the business 


nurse under clean, frayed blankets. 
‘Fathers and sons slouch against: the 
walls, or squat easily in the back- 
ground, nodding or hunching should- 
ers when a point is made. It was to 


faced with one problem.” 


The solid support given the strik- 
ers by the state AFL has already 
brought two relief caravans to Arvin. 


given office space to the Union’s of- 


Film Council of the AFL has pro- 
duced a twenty minute documentary 
film, “Poverty in the Valley of Plen- 
ty.” The film has been released for 
nation-wide distribution. Its cast in- 


walked out October 1, 1947. Joseph 
Di Giorgio’s little bronze bust plays 
a leading role in the film. It doubles 
for the plum potentate and grape 
grandee who won’t sit down and talk 


From behind Di Giorgio’s bust 


fornia, who. sweat at the idea of a 
union label on a stub of potatoes or 


peering at Di Giorgio’s falling profits 
—from over $4,000,000 in 1945 to less 
than $500,000 in 1947—as a bad 
omen. 

When strangers talk these matters 
over with the strikers, they get no 


“I’ve been through eight months of 


miner, “And no relief caravans ei- 
ain’t 
carried a licking yet,” grumbles Jim 
Herron, preacher and irrigator, “And 
I don’t aim to start carrying one now 
that I’m sixty.” Herron is a minister 
-of the gospel who has worked for 
-more than sixteen years for Di 

iorgio. 

When the Tenney Committee went 
looking for Communists in the Di| 
Giorgio strike it foun 


_ the Goodwins, the Mitchells and the 
Shadowens, fresh out of Bible school| 
and as American as the top soil the; 
winds blew west out -of “Arkansas. 


he Herrons, |. 


Aid For 
Farm Labor 


|. AATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—The na- 
_tion’s social agencies were called upon 


to mobilize public support for ex- 
tending State and Federal legislation 
to agricultural workers in an:ad 
dress here by Mrg. Clara M. Beyer 
before the National Consumers’ 
League, 

Mrs. Beyer, As: ciate Director of 
the Bureau of Labor Standards, De- 
partment of Labor, urged-the audi- 
ence to “expose the deplorable living 
and working conditions of the post- 
war ‘Joads’ of the United States.” 

Referring to the plight of the mi- 
gratory farm workers shé said that 
“the rise gf these nomadic armies in 
response to shifts in agricultural pro, 
duction has brought some of the 
gravest. social questions of the cen- 
tury in their train. Yet the ‘know- 
how’ and experience of thesé men 


sential if agriculture is to meet the 
high crop production goals set up for 

Citing many surveys made by pri- 
vate and public agencies including 
Congressional committees jand the 
Federal Interagency Committee on 
Migrant Labor, Mrs. Beyer commend- 
ed the “growing ‘grass roots’ concern 
for improving conditions for mi- 
grants’ in New Jersey, New York, 
California, Michigan, Texas, . and 
other States. These reforms have at- 
tacked various segments of the prob- 


lem such as the regulation of child 
labor, experimentation with special 


schooling, and improvement of labor 
camps. 

Mrs. Beyer discussed the 1948 re- 
cruitment program of the Farm 
Placement Service transferred last 
January to the U. S. Employment 
Service in the Department of Labor. 
While USES lacks authority to deal 


and other programs, “it can fell an 
employer that -it is not likely’ that 
workers can be recruited for him un- 
less his wages and working conditions 
are at least as good as those of his 
neighbors. 
workers are more and more inclined 
to insist on certain minimum stand- 
ards of housing and other conditions 
of employment before they will com- 
mit themselves to any agreement to 
move into a given area,” the Federal 
labor official said. 

Migrant workers seeking job in- 
formation from the Employment 
Service are given a series of instruc-| ° 
tions, such as “Don’t go where you 
are not needed,” “Don’t go where 
there is no housing.” and “Understand 
work and wages.” The activities of 


regulated by State and Federal laws 
and more farm employers induced to 
use the publit employment service in 
the 48 state agencies, Mrs. Beyer-de-. 
clared. 

A Federal bureau in the U. S. ‘De- 
partment of Labor is also needed to 
coordinate the activities of other 
Government agencies dealing with 
labor, cultural, social security, health, 
educational and other aspects of the 
migrant labor problem, according to 
Mrs. Beyer. 


fered to carry the investigation to 
Congress, Joe Hickman, president of 
the Kern County Central Labor 
Council, merely said, “Let’s have it. 
right now.” | 

‘There’s union talk in the sheds 
around Shafter, along the irrigation 
ditches of Exeter, in the miserable 
slum of Cottonwood. They’ve 
thought up a verse about it. It goes 
like this: 3 

“Go and sign ‘em in the Union | 

In the: ’tatos and the cotton, .. 
the oranges: and peaches... 

Blossom with a Union. Button.” 


When someone in Washington of-, 


And they are thinking of. 
it to music, 


and women are more than ever es-} 


with housing, transportation, — | 


Experience shows’ that) 


private labor contractors should be}. 


Homes 


~The Delmo Labor Home Proj ect in 
southeast Missouri which is owned | 
by. 550 farm workers, has a mimeo-/| 
graphed newspaper which is distrib- 
uted each month. The following 


j news was taken from this paper, 


At Kennett, the project ‘council 
elected by - the residents has agreed 


the utility building but requested 


the money to the projects. Workers 
at Kennett are investigating the idea 


of forming credit unions and co-op- 
eratives. Don Davis is candidate for 
the Kennett City Council. 


South. Wardell is carrying out a 
program for beautifying their project 
and residents have cleaned out 
ditches and planted trees on the com- 
munity grounds. 


North Wardell reports some em- 


ployment in the: local box. factory for| 
residents since a new shift has been} 


started.- However, work is still slack. 


county court to repair roads to the 
project. Four hundred people signed 
this petition. | 


Trees and shrubs have been plant- 
ed at North Lilbourn and nearly all 
residents there have gardens. Drain- 


age is a problem for many of the 


people. Working as a group, the men] 
on the South LiJbourn project are 
draining the land to make. their 
homes ‘more livable. community 


ing club is now being: discussed. 
East prairie residents are very 


and a large laundry which are to be 


built-there since they would provide! 
/more work for ‘the: in that 


section. 


Residents at ‘Wyatt have ‘started. a 
new credit union and a small store | 
in the community building is| 
planned. Everybody at Wyatt has 


been able to meet the pay- 


ments on.their homes. 

Morehouse reports an unusually 
hard winter, with water and drain 
pipes freezing and. bursting, but re- 


‘pairs are now being made ance the | 


weather is better. ce 


of the Delmo Labor 
residents are taking advantage of the; | 
jobs open to members of.the National 
Farm Labor Union. | 

Rev. Arthur Churchill pa family’ 
left Lilbourn for Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
in. April. Rev. Churchill may go to 
work as a minister to migrant labor 


with the National Farm Labor Union. | | 


Newell Steward is in charge of ed- 
ucational work on the Remo Tabor | 
Homes projects. 


O- 


Florida Local News 
(Continued From Page One) - 


prompt in the future. 
WINTER GARDEN 
Members in this section have. 
asked us to set up a branch there so 
they will not have to travel all the 
way to Oakland. 
ORLANDO | 
Citrus in are in-: 
terested in becoming. members of: the 
NFLU and organizers are Bi sent 


into that section. 


LAKE ALFRED |. 

Remember this town. This is the 
place where the Union members have 
been. organized 100 per cent at:the 
Florida. Gold Co.: That-is place 


workers and truck drivers — wae | 
to the A. F. of L. 


_| UNION OFFICE IN LAKELAND 


All citrus, workers are invited to} 


| visit-our Florida headquarters now. 


located.in Lakeland at 103% 


Florida: Avenue. . Phone:. 39% et. 


to permit the school board to rent} 


that the Housing Corporation refund]. . 


A petition was circulated :asking the 


building 1 is being planned and a buy-. ee 


much. interested in a garment plant; 


tivity. They: promise -to be more ery 


where all workers—pickers, plant] 
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; rE 3 nae. : : Al members of the National Farm Labor Union and ceases of the Farm Labor News ais want a job now or who may want one this year are 
4 asked to fill out the blank below and mail it to Mr. I, . Lee Parker, Director Farm Labor Service, National shake Labor Union, sess 443, Memphis 1, Tenn, 


\ 


Local officers and organizers ‘are asked to cooperate in this program by petting every person in their community who needs a job to ‘fill ort ' an 


wb: _ application. Workers are now being shipped out to Jobs on’ farms in cann eries in the eastern states. Workers are being notified to report for ship- 
ee "ment on n the basis of the job applications on file. — 


‘ i 


tt you want a job - — use this blank today. Don’t delay. Others are se them in and the ones applications are in ‘will have ‘the first 


‘ 


/ ‘Have you ever worked in a canning . If so, and where? 


* Tell what kind of work you have been-doing and the name of your last employer 


Gan you drive a Wheel Type. . Crawler Type: 


¥ 


eee 


Do you have health .. What date is on the card?... 


a 


~ 


do you wear a properly fitted 


you ate disabled in any way, describe. 
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1949 


News From 
Washington 


Congress Urged To Put Floor | 


Under Farm Wages 


By H. L. MITCHELL, President 

On April 28th, I appeared before 
e Senate Labor and Public Wel- 
are Committee and presented the 
ollowing statement on behalf of the 

Jnion: 

“You are considering legislation re. 
vising the Fair Labor Standards Act 
adopted 10 years ago to provide for 
the regulation of wages and hours of 
American workers. At that time the 
Congress excluded all persons em- 
ployed in agriculture from the pro- 
visions of the law. 

I represent the only organization 

f farm workers in the Uni 


vise the Fair Labor Standards Act 
to provide a minimum wage and to 
provide for the regulation of the 
hours of work of farm workers as 
well as industrial workers. : 
There are over three million 


American citizens now employed on} 


the nation’s farms. One third of these 
workers are full time employees and 
the others are seasonal workers who 


may be employed up to eight months | 


a year in agricultural work. 
‘The vast majority of these three 
million workers are employed by 
mmercial farm operators engaged 
farming either on a large scale or 


an industrialized basis, or operate} 


smaller units specializing in cash 
crops such as fruits and vegetables. 


_ For successful operation, the nation’s 


commercial farm operators require a 


large number of hired workers either | . 
on a year round basis or seasonally. | 


Over half the food and fiber crops 
_ grown in the United States are pro- 


duced by these commercial farm op- 
erators. Agriculture is a business and 
there is no reason why such farm op- 
erators cannot meet minimum stand- 


ards of wages and hours for their 


employees. The farm workers em- 


ployed in industrialized agriculture | D 


make up a much larger group in the 
Seeisporae than the employers. These 
arm workers who are excluded un- 
der the present Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act are in direct competition 


‘ with the small farm operator who 


hires no labor outside his family or 
who may employ an occasional hired 
hand. We believe that Congress 
should revise the law to include all 
farm workers where four or more are 
employed on a full time or part time 
asis. 
. Surely there cannot be an argu- 
ment as to whether or not farm work 
affects inter-state commerce, in as 


much as food and fiber products from 


American farms are being used to 
feed and clothe half the world. § __ 
During World War II the scarcity 
of. farm labor for planting, cultivat- 
ing and harvesting the nation’s crops 
became a matter of grave concern to 
the general public. Congress was 
called upon to enact legislation to 
meet the emergency. In my opinion. 
if the Fair Labor Standards Act had 
been applied to agriculture as well as 


to industry ten years ago, the farm 
labor problem would not.have be-. 


come so acute. A price and wage in- 
dex recently released’ by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture shows the rela- 


ted States.. 
want to urge your committee to re-| 


Farm Labor News 


The Farm Labor News is publis monthly 

‘by the National Farm Lakoe 

Publication Office — 12 N. Lawrence 

Montgomery, Ala. 
Business 


| 726 9th St. N.W., Washington, B. © 


Address all communications ctor Boll 
‘arm Labor News to: Room 512, Victor Build- 


| of labor from the farms to the cities. 


| sider the matter of extending the Fair 
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WRITE. YOUR CONGRESSMAN _ 
SUPPORT THE a OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS: COMMITTEE 


Bill Seen This 


and disposed of. 
ern Democrats. 


On the House side, where there 


Committee. 


Senate Vote On Lynching 


This probably means that FEPC and foe tax bills will be shelved 
until the 8lst Congress convenes in 1949—unless strong pressure is placed 
on the GOP leadership to brave more than one Senate filibuster by south- 


Month 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—Senate passage of an bill ig ex-| 
pected this month, as a result of a:decision of the Senate Republicans. In a} 
party meeting, they voted to push the anti-lynching bill through. this ses- 
sion, as soon as the current rush of military oo measures is debated 


The anti-lynching bill—which would make it a federal offense to take 
part in a lynching, or for law officers to allow a lynching to take — 
is now in the Senate Judiciary Committee. | 


can be no filibuster. the bill is now 


awaiting House action, after a Leesa agate by the House J judiciary 


tionship of farm arices to farm wages. | 
Taking the 1910-14 average as 100 for 
both farm prices and farm wages, the} 
average in 1939 for farm prices was 
108, while farmr wages remained at} 
100. However,.on January 1, 1948 the 
price index of farm products had 
reached 304 while the index for farm 
wages had fallen to 75. If these fig- 
ures are correct, then we can under- 
stand why there has been an exodus 


This trend will continue so long as 
there is no floor under agricultural 
wages and other conditions are not 
corrected so as to make farm work 
attractive to workers. 

On several occasions during the 


fore other congressional committees 
considering agricultural policies. I 
have urged these committees to con- 


‘Labor Standards Act to agriculture. 
However, in determining farm _poli- 
cies, these committees have appar- 
ently considered that this was a mat- 
ter of labor legislation requiring the 
attention of a committee such as 
yours, 

In only one » law auitas by Con- 
gress heretofore has there been a re- 


past few years I have appeared be- 


'in the sugar control act. The law re-|_ 
quires. producers of sugar beets and 
cane to pay farm workers wages set 
by. the Department of Agriculture 
after public hearings, in order for the 


grower to be eligible for subsidy pay- 
ments under the law setting quotas 


for sugar production... The weakness 
of this act is that there is no pro- 


low which the officials of the gov- 
ernment cannot go, | 


If the Fair Labor Standards Act is 
applied to agriculture as well as to 
industry, with a minimum wage of 
not less than 75¢ an hour, the pro- 
cedure for ‘determining farm wages} 
by crops, areas and regions, devel- 
oped by the Department of Agricul- 
ture under the sugar control act, may 
well be a pattern for. administrators 
of the e law to follow. - 


4 


JIM?WILKINS 
Local 77 at Bthelsville, Alabama 
reports the death of a Union mem- 
ber, Brother Jim ‘Wilkins, on 
March Ist. Me leaves a wife and 


quirement for a minimum wage for 


ing, 726 - 9th St. N. W., ashington, 


agricultural labor. This is contained 


six children 40 mourn his loss, 


vision for a flat minimum wage, be-| 


‘of Gerth is~ 
spreading through the San J oaquin 


| Valley. An organizing committee set - 
up by Kern County Local 218, head=__ 
|ed by Bob Whatley, is now at work 


organizing workers in potato, beet, 
been set up at Shafter. Al Haxton is 


Shafter Local has already won a 


fields. 120 large potato growers and. 
shippers have announced.there will 
be no wage cuts this year as planned, 


County, reports that the government 
has stepped in to protect the rights 
of 18 workers who were fired for 
‘union activity in Barr Packing 
‘Shed. A new local of field workers 
has been. set_up at Farmersville, 
Covie Rodgers has organized: several 


desto. Felix. Stephenson is the néw 


Price, chairman of the Di Giorgio 
Strike Committee; will become a full 
time organizer for NFLU_ on May Ist, 


Union Hall Built == 
large building is rapidly nearing 


Union have been on strike since last 
October. Between shifts.on the picket . 


| line, the members have built a home 


for their-union.: Pop Wilson, member 
| of the strike committee, has been in 
| charge of the construetion, Labor has 


been contributed by Union members. - 
The land on which the union -hall | 
is located was donated. by Mrs, B. 


ward the cost of the-material, Local © 


orary life member. © 

The hall will be dedicated: 
this month to the memory of the late _ 
Fred West, president of. the Kern 


ers organize thet union. The hall will | 


a meeting place for farm workers and 


big ranch in Kera County California, - 
In 1946, the Corporation had net 
earnings, after taxes, of $2, 804,289, 
while in 1947 the net earnings .ece” 
down to $419,512. The stockholders 
felt the pine’ as dividends were 
from $7.38 per share to $1 a share. 
Operating expen were over 73¢ cn 
the dollar, while in 1946, the pens 


| Ses were 56¢ un the dollar, 


Farm Labor News 
In New Dress | 


of four. 


names on the mailing list but we are 
assured by the publishers that all © 
members whose correct names and 
addresses are sent in -will get their 


papers regularly oes now on, . 


pea and onion fields near Arvin, La- © | 
and Edison. A new local has 


organizing workers at Shafter, Was- 


co, McFarland and Delano. The 


hundred Negro, white and Mexican 
_| workers in; Fresno, Madera and Mo- — 


County Central Lahor Council, who | 
did.so much to help thc farm work- 


house the Union offices and provide - 


great victory in the potato sheds and 


S. P. Baty, NFLU organizer in Tulare . | 


| organizer in the Modesto area. Jim 


Beginning in June, the Tare 
bor News will be printed as a larger 
size paper, five columns wide instead | 


_ Members who do not receive the “eee 
Farm Labor News promptly each 
month ‘should write to the National «sw 
Farm Labor Union, 512 Victor Build- 
ing, Washington 1, D. C. There has 
been some delay; in getting members"... oo 


| completion not far from the Di Gior- | 
gio Ranch headquarters where 1,100 
members of the National Farm Labor 


a place where affai irs may 
held.) 


| Strike Costs Di Cin 
‘The report to the stockholders of — 
the Di Giorgio Fruit Corporation for - 
1947 reveals that the strike is becom- 
| ing quite costly for the owners of the - 


4 


| Rankin, asmall farm owner near Ar=- 
vin. Mrs. Rankin also. gave $1,000 to- 


218 has made Mrs. Rankin an hon- 
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